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What is the Urban Atlas?

Î First implementation of the Local Component of the 
Copernicus Land Monitoring Service with the Urban Atlas 
2006 and now 2012 update and extension

Î DG Regio led initiative to complement the Urban Audit

Î Provides harmonised Land Use
/Land Cover maps according to 
a common classification across 
Europe

Î Urban Planning Tool to: 

Î Monitor effects (positive or 
negative) of structural investment 
decisions

Î Compare  between cities based on 
a common language 

Î Monitor Urban sprawl more 
accurately



pace

New Horizons for European and Global land monitoring - Copernicus 

products and services ready to use, 19-20/10/2015, Copenhagen

From the Satellite Image to detailed urban land 
cover/use



pace

New Horizons for European and Global land monitoring - Copernicus 

products and services ready to use, 19-20/10/2015, Copenhagen

Urban Atlas 2012 Production: Update and 
Extension of Urban Atlas 2006

Î SIRS : main contractor
Î Management of the project

Î Interfaces with DG Regio/EEA

Î Centralisation of the production

Î IGN FI :
Î Regional experts

Î Accuracy assessment

Î GISBOX
Î Pre processing and geometric adaptation of road network
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UA2006 versus UA2012

Î 305 UA 2006 Functional 
Urban Areas (FUAs)

Î Most EU27 cities over 
100,000 inhabitants

Î 17 Urban classes with 
0.25ha MMU

Î 3 Rural Classes with 1ha 
MMU

Î 5m geometric accuracy
Î 85% overall accuracy in 

urban areas, 80% in 
rural areas

Î 697 UA 2012 FUAs 
including 301 existing 
UA2006 FUAs and 396 
new FUAs 

Î Most EU28 cities over 
50,000 inhabitants + 
Iceland, Norway and 
Switzerland

Î 10 Rural Classes
Î Street tree layer
Î Other characteristics 

identical
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